		

			
	

LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD (LARPB)
MEETING MINUTES





July 1, 2010										Crowley, LA

A meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board was held on July 1, 2010 at the LSU Rice Research Station.

Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Damian Bollich, Ronald Habetz, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard, Robert Thevis and Wayne Zaunbrecher

Officers and Members Not Present: Jeff Durand and Mindy Hetzel.

Staff Present: Randy Jemison, Nicole Broussard, Carrie Castille and Scott Privat

Others Present:  Michael Dana, Sean Habetz, Kris Krielow, Jennifer Marsh, Don Molino, Mark Pousson, Mark Phieness, Julie Richard, Dwight Roberts, John Rockweiler, Wayne Smith, Jamie Warshaw, Phil Watkins, Philip Watkins, Bill Wild and Blue Zaunbrecher.

Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of February 18, 2010 minutes and opening comments.

Chairman Berken called the LARPB meeting to order at 1:04 p.m. and certified that a quorum was present.  He presented the agenda to the members for review.  

	MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Robert Thevis

To accept the agenda as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Ronald Habetz

To accept the minutes of the February 18, 2010 meeting as mailed.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY




Louisiana Department of Ag & Forestry (LDAF) Report

Dr. Carrie Castille gave a brief update on LDAF rice promotion assessments stating that collections for the period July 2009 through June 29, 2010 totaled $935,211 with expenses for collection through June at $12,046 and a total paid to the promotion board of $913,165.  She noted that LADAF’s payment to LARPB for June 2010 collections would be $57,020.

Chairman Berken asked Dr. Castille to thank Dr. Strain, LADAF Commissioner, for maintaining his promotion assessments collection fees at $12,000.

LARPB Financial Report 

Nicole Broussard, CPA with Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., rendered the LARPB financial report noting that assessments for the year ending June 29, 2010 totaled $935,211 as compared to $741,140 for the year ending June 30, 2009.  Broussard noted that expenses for the year ending June 29, 2010 totaled $934,090, which included payments to USA Rice Council of $887,000.  She reported that the current total net assets were $40,896.

Broussard stated actual receipts and expenses for the year ending June 29, 2010 varied from those budgeted, which necessitated the need to amend the budget.  She presented the following amended budget.





























Amended budget on next page, page 3.

Jimmy Hoppe explained the board’s budgeting process and the need to amend the current budget. 


MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Damian Bollich

To accept the amended budget as presented by Broussard

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


USA Rice Council Funding Request

Chairman Berken shared the funding request from USA Rice Council as presented in a June 15, 2010 letter from Elizabeth C. Ward, USA Rice Federation President and CEO.

The board was directed to the USARF and USARC audited financial statements for the most recent fiscal year that was ended July 31, 2009, which also had been provided to the board prior to the meeting.  The audited report indicated total member contributions to USARF for 2009 was $6,470,457 with other revenue of $27,199,176 and total program service expenditures of $32,896,374.  USARC reserves or unrestricted net assets for 2009 were $3,114,959.

Scott Privat then presented the USA Rice Council funding contract that included the current USARF budget, specific goals and objectives for rice promotion projects and a written outline of performance measures and a monitoring plan.

MOTION by Damian Bollich; Second by Wayne Zaunbrecher

	To renew the 2010-11 contract with USA Rice Council with set payment limits of not 
	less than $400,000 or more than $1,000,000.

	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


Act on 2010-11 Contracts

Scott Privat presented the contracts between the LARPB and Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co., Privat & Privat, USA Rice Council, and USA Rice Producers’ Group.

MOTION by Ronald Habetz; Second by Robert Thevis

To renew 2010-11 contract with Broadhurst, Hamilton & Co. for an annual payment of $2000

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


	MOTION by Christian Richard; Second by Wayne Zaunbrecher

	To renew the 2010-11 legal counsel contract with Privat and Privat for $1000

	MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


	


	MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Ronald Habetz

	To renew that 2010-11 contract with USA Rice Producers Group that includes
 annual fees not to exceed $20,000.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

 Chairman Berken reported that the contract with Baxley and Associates, the board’s legislative auditor, was up for renewal at a cost of $1500, a $300 per year increase.  The renewal was effective in June at which time he discussed the contract with Vice-chairman Richard and Treasurer Zaunbrecher and all agreed to renew the contract.  

Jemison reported that the state had a new Legislative Auditor who has ordered that all contracts be renewed for one year rather than three.

	MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Habetz 

To ratify the decision of the chairman, vice-chairman and treasurer to renew the auditor’s contract with Baxley and Associates for one year at a rate of $1500.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY



In-State Promotion Projects

Jemison reported on the status of the board’s in-state promotion projects including:

LA Rice – Awesome Project Report
 
Jemison reported that project was compete and noted that 15,000 Study guides were provided to 4th-grade students in 22 rice-growing parishes.  He noted that media coverage surrounding the campaign included coverage of board member Thevis’ visit to Sacred Heart School & Convent, Moreauville, which was featured on LA Farm Bureau TV Program This Week In LA Agriculture and ran nationally on RFD-TV on the Dish Network and DIRECTV, and in 14 European countries via the Global Broadcasting Network.  Also, the Lake Charles American Press reported on board members Hoppe’s and Berken’s visit to the Fenton Elementary School.

National Rice Month 5-K Rice Run

Jemison reported that the rice run was held in September drawing more than 650 participants and volunteers from three states and served to promote grassroots knowledge of the rice industry and focused on the importance of a healthy lifestyle




LA Farm Bureau “This Week in LA Agriculture” (TWILA) Cooking Segment Sponsorship

Jemison reported that two of four segments, September and October, featuring rice have aired and that the October segment reran in January.  The final segment featuring rice will run the week of July 7, 2010 and that a new round of shooting begins in August.  Jemison further reported that RFD-TV Nielsen ratings show that there is a spike in viewership when the cooking segments run and approximately 400,000 viewers watch each week in seventeen RFD cable channel markets nationwide.   TWILA recently began broadcasting on Cox 4 in New Orleans with simulcast in Lafayette and Baton Rouge.  These three markets now account for 500,000 households with 1.3 million viewers.    

Red Beans and Rice Bowl

Jemison reported that the campaign raised $8000 in sponsorships, which was divided equally between Abraham’s Tent & McNeese Agri-sciences department and that McNeese Ag alumni collected canned goods for Abraham’s Tent.  The event generated pre and post event publicity and rice information was displayed on jumbo-tron during half-time of the game

New Orleans Restaurant & Chef Recognition

Jemison reported that the event received glowing reviews during and after the conference and generated multiple reports in trade press, foodservice publications and local newspapers.  USA Rice Outlook Conference attendees deemed restaurant promotion a success and USA Rice plans to repeat similar campaigns for future Outlook conferences.  A follow up event, the James Beard Foundation Awards, generated additional media coverage.

Following his status report of the in-state promotion projects Jemison provided the following financial accounting of the projects with suggestions for 2010-11 funding.

	2009-10 In-state Promotions Budget Status as of June 17, 2010
	Projected Costs 
2010-11

	Event/Activity
	Budget 
	Expenditures
	Variance
	

	NRM 5-K Rice Run
	$1,200
	-0-
	$1,200
	$1,200

	AgMagic
	$1,000
	$1,000
	-0-
	$1,000

	Education Project
	$15,000
	$4,607
	$10,393
	  $4,800*

	LAFB Cooking Segment
	$5,000
	$5,000
	-0-
	$5,000

	Restaurant & Chef Promo.
	$2,500
	$2,500
	-0-
	-0-

	Red Beans & Rice Bowl
	$5,000
	$3,372
	$1,628
	   $3,500**

	James Beard Event
	$,1,250
	$689
	$561
	-0-

	Legislator/Public Education
	
	
	
	    $5,500***

	Total
	$30,950
	$17,168
	$13,782
	$21,000



*Projected costs to print and ship 15,000 study guides = $4200; Contractor costs to do follow-up calls $300; 
  Staff Recommendation – Conduct fall survey regarding use of study guides = $300

**Sponsorship = $2500; Travel expense = $1000

*** Staff Recommendation – LA Rice Promotion Board Education Packets: Folder Design = $1500; 
       Folder Production = $3550; Production of Leave behinds = $450

Proposed In-state projects – Board Directed

LA Network

Jennifer Marsh with Louisiana Network proposed that the LARPB join with the LA Cattlemen’s Association in a September “Beef & Rice – It’s what’s for dinner” radio campaign designed to raise the public’s awareness of both industries and build good will.  Two options, one of which would be agreed upon by both groups, were presented, one with twenty 30 second spots and another with eighteen 60 second spots.  Both options would cost LARPB would be $5000. 

Town Square Media 

John Rockweiler with Town Square Media proposed that the board invest $15,000 in a National Rice Month campaign that would feature recipe contests, rice messaging on their radio stations and  Website.

Yellow Rail and Rice Festival 

Chairman Berken proposed that the board make a $500 sponsorship to the second annual “Yellow Rails and Rice Festival”, a project of the Jeff Davis Rice Growers Association, LSU AgCenter, the LA Department of Ag, and the Jeff Davis Economic Development commission that was initiated in 2009 and will be expanded in 2010.

LA Farm Bureau – Mike Dana

Mike Dana with LA Farm Bureau (LAFB) requested that the board renew its $5000 sponsorship for the cooking segment that is featured on the LAFB TV program, This Week in LA Agriculture.

LA Independent Rice Producers Association

Following presentations of proposed in-state funding request, Chairman Berken referenced a June 22, 2010 letter that the Independent Rice Producers Association (LIRPA) had sent to the members requesting an opportunity to meet with the board to request a portion of the promotion assessments be directed to the U S Rice Producers Association (USRPA).  Berken also referenced his response of June 26, 2010 to the LIRPA, noting that the board had been provided copies prior to the meeting.

Berken asked the board’s to allow him to deviate from the agenda to allow the LIRPA members to present their request at this point of the agenda and prior to developing the 2010-11 budget.

By consensus the board agreed.

Philip Watkins, President of the LIRPA, thanked the board for the opportunity to present the request and, per Chairman Berken’s request, provided USRPA financial audits and other information related to the planned use of any LARPB assessments.  He then asked that the board to direct fifteen percent of the promotion assessments to the USRPA and called on Dwight Roberts of the USRPA to explain how the funds would be used.

Roberts discussed political, demographic, eating habits, etc. of Mexico and Central America and their impacts on rice consumption.  Roberts reported that LARPB funding, if approved, would be used to implement a school lunch program in cooperation with the Mexican Government and the Mexican Rice Council.  He further reported that no LARPB funding would be used for USRPA administrative costs.

Chairman Berken thanked Watkins and Roberts for their comments and noted that the board could not possibly review the materials provided and rule on their request during the meeting.  Watkins acknowledged, with agreement, Berken’s comments.

Chairman Berken then appointed Christian Richard, Wayne Zaunbrecher, Jimmy Hoppe and himself to a committee to review the LIRPA/USRPA funding request and to report back to the full board at a future date.  Hoppe agreed to chair the committee.

Following the LIRPA/USRPA request Jamie Warshaw, USA Rice Federation Chairman, addressed the board thanking them for their continued good stewardship of the growers promotion assessments.  He then recommended that all in-state promotion projects include messaging designed to improve the image of agriculture in addition to promoting rice.

Develop 2008-09 Budget

The board entered into a discussion of expected planted acreage and yields for the 2010-11 rice crop and agreed to develop the year 2010-11 budget based on an estimated 520,000 planted acres yielding approximately 5960 pounds per acre.  The board then proposed the following budget.






























2010-11 Budget on next page, page 9.


	

MOTION by Damian Bollich; Second by Robert Thevis

To accept the 2010-11 budget as developed by the board.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


Election of Officers, LA Rice Producers’ Group Representative and Education Liaison on Ethics 


MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Robert Thevis

To reelect by acclamation the full slate of officers including Kevin Berken, chairman; Christian Richard, vice-chairman; and Wayne Zaunbrecher, secretary/treasurer; and, to reappoint Christian Richard as the LARPB representative to the LA Rice Producers’ Group.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


MOTION by Bollich; Second by Zaunbrecher 

To reappoint Scott Privat as LA Ethics Commission liaison for the LA Rice Promotion
 Board.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY


LARPB Administrative Staffing Assignment

MOTION by Hoppe; Second by Habetz

To appoint Julie Richard as administrative staff for the LARPB

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY with Christian Richard abstaining.
	

Public Comments

Chairman Berken called for public comments.  None were received.

Adjournment

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.
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